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Scorpion Moves Across Sky 


Venus and Saturn also shine on July evenings. 
Characteristic constellations of the summer nights are 
easily spotted in the southern sky. 


By JAMES STOKLEY 


> WITH THE coming of July, the charac 
teristic constellations of the summer evening 
appear in the southern skies. The most 
conspicuous of these is Scorpius, the scor 
pion, which is directly south, as shown on 
the accompanying maps. These are drawn 
to show how the skies appear at about 10:00 
p.m., your own kind of standard time (or 
11:00 p. m. for daylight saving time), at 
the beginning of July, and an hour earlier 
in the middle. 

Scorpius is easy to recognize because of 
the curved line of stars to the left that 
form the animal’s tail, while the star An, 
tares, distinctly red in color, is supposed 
to represent its heart. To the right of this 
group we find Libra, the scales, and then 
Virgo, the virgin, in which the bright star 
Spica appears. Farther west, in the same 
figure, is the planet Saturn. 

Continuing still farther west, we come 
to Leo, the lion, present location of Venus, 
brightest of all the planets. Regulus, the 
most brilliant star in this group, is not 
shown on the maps because it has set by 


the me tor which they are prepared. How 
ever, it can be seen earlier in the evening. 
On July 5, Venus passes quite close to this 
star. 

To the left of the scorpion is Sagittarius, 
the archer, in which the stars form an 
easily recognized teapot. The spout of the 
pot is towards the right, and the handle to 
the left. Some of these stars also form a 
little dipper, known as the “milk dipper,” 
doubtless because it stands in the brightest 
part of the Milky Way. The four stars that 
make the handle of the teapot outline the 
bowl of the dipper. Its handle extends up- 
ward to the right, in two of the stars form 
ing the teapot’s lid. 

Directly above Sagittarius and Scorpius 
is a large constellation which contains no 
first magnitude stars. This was shown on 
the old star maps as a man holding a 
serpent. The reptile is represented by the 
constellation of Serpens, part of which is 
on each side of Ophiuchus. Serpens is the 
only constellation in the sky divided into 
two parts. The serpent’s head is to the 
right and the tail to the left, toward the 
stars of Aquila, the eagle. 


Aquila contains the bright star Altair. 
Moving upwards, we come to Lyra, the 
lvre, with Vega, which is the brightest 
star seen these summer evenings. Of course 
not nearly as bright as the planet 
Venus, or Jupiter, which comes up later 
Below Vega, toward the northeastern hor 
izon, is Cygnus, the swan, with the 
called Deneb. 


it 4S 


stu 


northwest we see the Great 
At the bot 


Toward the 
Dipper, the bow] downwards. 
tom are Merak and Dubhe, the so-called 
pointers, whose direction, to the right, 
shows Polaris, the pole star. This is in the 
little dipper at the end of the handle, which 
now points downwards. 

Following the curve of the handle of 
the Great Dipper we come in the south 

» Arcturus, in Bootes, the bear-driver. This 
is the last of the stars of the first magnitude 
to be seen these evenings. 

As for the other planets, Jupiter comes 
up around midnight, in the constellation of 
Pisces, the fishes. It is about a sixth as 
bright as Venus, though about seven and 
a half times the brilliance of Vega. By the 
end of July Jupiter will appear about three 
hours after the sun sets. 

Mars and Mercury are not easily visible 
in July. Though the former is in the east 
just before sunrise, and the latter in the 
west just after sunset, both are so low that 
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